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L e o n a : ‘Please help us save amazing Hopefield’
Can you help save the sanctuary?

Iain Johnson
iain.johnson@gazettenews.co.uk

SUPERSTAR singer Leona Lewis
has teamed up with the Gazette in
a bid to raise £100,000 by Christ-
mas to save Hopefield Animal
S a n c t u a r y.

The award-winning songstress
is urging the people of Brentwood
to get behind the Save Our Sanc-
tuary (SOS) campaign to help fix
crumbling stable roofs and a de-
crepit barn, giving many of the
200 resident animals safe housing
before winter bites.

The launch of the SOS cam-
paign follows the sad death of the
sanctuary’s founder Ernie Clark
on Sunday.

In her fourth visit to Sawyers
Hall Lane since becoming patron
of Hopefield in April, the former X
Factor champion invited the Gaz-

ette down to witness the disrepair
first-hand, which also includes
broken fencing.

And now the work begins to
safeguard the future of the animal
safe haven, started by Ernie and
Paula Clark 28 years ago.

Animal lover Leona, 26, who
reportedly turned down a $1 mil-
lion deal to promote Harrods be-
cause it continues to sell fur coats,
said: “With the future of Hopefield
– and therefore the lives of the
animals – at risk, we are urging
people to please get behind our
SOS campaign.

“Please donate whatever you
can to support the sanctuary,
whether it be money, timber, roof-
ing, stables, business supplies, a
tractor or fencing material. We
can use everything.

“Even give your time to ensure
these animals, who have exper-
ienced enough suffering in their
lives already, are given a future.

“We have long-term plans for
Hopefield but right now we need
some immediate help.

“Our immediate plan is to help
with some of the buildings that
are falling apart, and then long
term we have got goals with re-
gards to the land and building an
educational centre.

“It’s a long road ahead, but you
have got to start somewhere.” and
hopefully we can move forward
and get people helping.”

Vo l u n t e e r
The softly-spoken celebrity –

who has had three UK number one
singles and reached the top of the
US Billboard chart for her hit
song Bleeding Love – became in-
volved with Hopefield after she
was introduced to it by her man-
ager Nicola Carson, a Brentwood
woman who herself used to vo-
lunteer at the sanctuary.

She fell in love with the place,
has struck up friendships with
staff and would be “d eva s t at e d ” if
the cash can’t be raised in time to
fix the problems.

Leona said: “I cannot let that
happen really, that’s not even an
option. That would be the worst
thing that could happen.

“All of the animals will have to
move off the land and cannot be re-
homed because they are so sick
and so they would have to be
euthanised and it is unbearable to
think about that.”

“It’s invaluable, it’s so import-
ant, especially for the area.

“So many of these horses have
been neglected and suffered abuse
and it’s important for them to
come somewhere where they can
live out their days and not have
any cruelty or abuse any more.

“It’s heartbreaking to know
that if places like this were not
here they would just be shut down
or they will just continue to be
abused for the rest of their lives.

“I have always wanted to have a
place where I could rescue an-

imals and rehabilitate and even-
tually open my own sanctuary,
and then when I came here and
saw this amazing place I defin-
itely wanted to get involved. We
have got a lot of aspirations for
the future, but right now we need
to save it as soon as possible.”

Leona’s manager, Nicola, who
grew up in Brocksparkwood, re-
vealed just how hands-on the
singer plans to get at Hopefield.

She said: “I want it to be clear

just how involved Leona is.
“All of us in Brentwood are very

fond of Ernie and Paula who star-
ted Hopefield Animal Sanctuary
and Leona actually met Ernie.

“I grew up here and I know how
much of a dream it was for them to
rescue animals and when I
brought Leona down here it was
obvious her dream and passion is
so matched with Ernie and
Pa u l a ’s about trying to rescue
these animals.”

STAFF at the Hopefield Animal
Sanctuary can’t help pinching
themselves after gaining the help
from music star Leona Lewis.

At such a desperate time for
the Sawyers Hall Lane centre,
news that the singer wanted to
launch the Save Our Sanctuary
(SOS) campaign was a dream
come true.

As the star was getting her
hands dirty at the animal safe
haven last week, Hopefield
manager Lianne Angliss
described the feeling of having a
major celebrity behind the cause.

She said: “It’s just amazing to
be completely honest.

“For someone like Leona to
know what Hopefield is and then
to get out and about in
Brentwood is amazing because
we can then raise awareness
about what these animals are
going through.

“It’s just going be a great help
with raising money which has
always been an issue, and getting
awareness which has always
been an issue, and carrying on
Paula and Ernie’s work because
t h at ’s what Paula and Ernie have
always wanted.”

Horse owner Leona said she
felt at home straight away.

She added: “I have always
wanted to find a place where I
could come and visit animals
and volunteer and get involved.

“I fell in love with the people
here like Lianne, who is
amazing, and all of the
volunteers who do amazing work
h e re.

“I think it’s an amazing place
and it shouldn’t be allowed to
just fall apart.”

The down-to-earth singer has
even agreed to do the mucking
out when necessary.

‘Singer’s help will let us
continue the good work’

Fan attack was distressing
but mum got me through it
LEONA Lewis has revealed how
she turned to her mum for sup-
port after being attacked by a
crazed fan during a London book
signing.

In October 2009, during a meet
and greet at a book shop in Pic-
cadilly, Leona was punched in the
face by a mentally ill man who
was later sectioned and charged
with common assault.

It was the level-headed singer’s
family who helped her recover
from the shock.

“My mum is a social worker, she
works with a lot people of in men-
tal health and so I actually I have
an understanding of mental
health,” she said.

Understand
“I have got mental health in my

family as well, I kind of could
understand it more. If I hadn’t
have known people like that then
probably I wouldn’t understand
and it would really have tarnished
things, but I am over it now be-
cause I understand it that he was
really sick.

“It did alter it (her outlook) for a
time, it was such an invasion and
because I am such a private per-
son as well it was doing something
where I was interacting with
people who bought my book and
who were supporting me.

“For something so crazy like
that to happen was really, really
distressing but I put it down to the
fact that the man was really, really
sick, very ill, and I actually felt
sorry for him.”

Leona says she hopes to get her
X Factor mentor Simon Cowell
down to Hopefield one day.

She said: “Simon is still very
much involved because he ment-
ored me in the show and now I am
signed to his record company, so
he’s still involved in the records.

“When you meet him he is a
really cool guy, he is very honest
and blunt but I kind of respect that
of him and also he is very pas-
sionate about animals, which is
really good.

“ I will get him down here one
d ay. ”

Campaign Campaign

POSSIBLE VISIT: Simon Cowell

‘I like your town – I might even move here’
SINGER Leona Lewis has
revealed a wish to move to
B re n t wo o d .

T he star told the Gazette that
having sneaked into the town on
many occasions to visit her
friend and manager Nicola
Carson, she has grown fond of
the area and would even
consider swapping her North

London pad for a place here.
She added: “I have been here

quite a few times and I think it’s
lovely and want to live here. I
really like Brentwood.”

And the town starring in The
Only Way Is Essex hasn’t put her
off. She said: “It’s entertaining.
It’s light-hearted and that’s how
it’s supposed to be taken.”

S A N C T U A RY
S AV I O U R : Leona
Lewis with one of the
rescued horses at
Hopefield Animal
Sanctuary last
week Photos by Gareth Morgan

TO keep the deserving animals
in their home over Christmas
and beyond your help is
needed.
■ What needs to be done
Refurbish barn – £15,000
Three new stables – £15,000
Refurbish remaining six blocks
– £15,000
New fences – £15,000
Tractor – 8,000
Monthly essential spend (food,
hay, vets, etc. through
Christmas) £32,000
■ How can you help?
Are you a business or individual
that can donate some spare
cash to the cause?

Do you have some free time
that you could devote to
helping out at the sanctuary –
either on a one-off or regular
basis?

Are you involved in a
business that can donate
timber, roofing, stable materials,
business supplies, a tractor or
fencing materials?

Is there some other way you
can join Leona and the Gazette
to help Hopefield?

If so, call the sanctuary on
01277 201110 or to donate by
phone text HAST11£ (amount)
70070.

FEEDING TIME: Leona helps out

CROWING LOUD: Cheep the cockerel

SOS CAMPAIGN:Star kicks
off appeal with the Gazette

S AV E D : Coffee and Cream the goats SAFE: Doris the rabbit AT HOME: Geese C O N T E N T: Goldie the mule RESCUED: Rufus IN CLOVER: Brontie the donkey PURR-FECT HOME: Tillie

STABLE HANDS: Leona Lewis, centre, with staff at Hopefield Animal Sanctuary
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