
IN A busy week at the Hopefield Animal
Sanctuary staff and supporters said farewell
to their dear co-founder, Ernie Clark, at a
tearful funeral service. Just four days later,
in a gallant effort to raise funds for the
centre, pop star Lemar dropped by to sign
up to the Save Our Sanctuary campaign. Iain
Johnson met up with the award-winning
artist to find out why he has got involved.
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HOPEFIELD CAMPAIGN: Brit Award winner follows Leona Lewis3s lead in supporting rescue centre

SOUL sensation Lemar visited
Hopefield Animal Sanctuary to
add his silky voice to the calls to
save the troubled centre.

As part of our Save Our Sanc-
tuary campaign, the double-
Brit Award winner . whose hits
include 6If There3s Any
Ju s t i c e 7 . has teamed up with
the Gazette and fellow pop
star Leona Lewis to raise
�100,000 for the sanctuary by
C h r i s t m a s.

Funds are urgently needed at
the Sawyers Hall Lane centre
for a number of drastic im-
provements, including repla-
cing three of the stable blocks,
which are beyond repair and
deemed unsafe.

The 33-year-old singer, full
name Lemar Obika, who leapt
to stardom after his appearance
on BBC singing contest, Fame
Academy, in 2002, admitted fall-
ing in love with the place after
spending Sunday afternoon at
the sanctuary3s final open day
of the year meeting the anim-
als, chatting to visitors and
judging the dog show.

Having seen for himself the
decrepit animal housing and
broken fencing, two pieces of
work which need to be com-
pleted before winter begins, he
urged Brentwood residents to
donate whatever they can af-
ford to help keep the animals
safe and healthy.

D o n at e
6The people of Brentwood,

this is their local sanctuary,
there are a lot of animals here,
it3s great for kids and if you
have got a family bring them
down, donate some money,7 he
said.

6If everyone donates a small
amount, it will turn out to be a
large amount, so I think that
people need to come down, if
they haven3t already, and see
wh at 3s here, see how they are
helping the animals and what it
is doing for them.7

The artist . currently work-
ing on his sixth album . is a
stablemate of Leona Lewis at
Modest Management and was
once looked after by Brentwood
girl Nicola Carson.

It was Nicola, his former
manager, who told him of the
dedication of Hopefield
founders Paula Clark and her
husband Ernie, who died after a
year-long battle of cancer on
September 11.

It prompted the animal lover
to add his support to the centre,
and he has vowed to return,
possibly tying it in with a visit
to his sister Elaine, who lives in
B re n t wo o d .

He added: 6Leona Lewis and
her manager Nicola Carson, de-
cided to get heavily involved
with Hopefield.

6Obviously they heard about
Ernie and his wife and all the
work they have done, and
Er nie3s recent passing has
prompted them to get involved
because he was so proactive
here and they do not want all
that work to go to waste.

6There are obviously a lot of
animals here which need a lot
of care and even walking
around today I kind of learned a
lot.

6The lady that took me

around, Lianne, she was very
informative and gave me a lot of
history behind why the animals
come here and suddenly things
made sense.

Abused
6Some animals are abused

and they get put somewhere,
but especially with the horses,
they are very big and they have
served their purpose so what do
you do with an animal of that
siz e?

6Lianne said that some
people either shoot them or
take them to a place like this,
where they can be cared for.7

SUPPORT the Hopefield
Animal Sanctuary and explore
the Brentwood countryside at
a sponsored walk next month.

Every penny counts as the
Sawyers Hall Lane animal
rescue centre urgently seeks
funding to improve conditions
for their animals ahead of the
w i n t e r.

The five-mile walk, which is
suitable for all, will take
around two hours to complete
and takes place on October 9,
starting and finishing at the
s a n c t u a r y.

The event kicks off at 10am,
sponsorship forms can be
picked up at the centre, and
proceeds will be used to
improve the welfare of the
a n i m a l s.

Entry is free.
■ For more information call
Hopefield on 01277 201110.

The f i g u re s
To keep the animals in their
home over Christmas and
beyond, your help is needed.

■ What needs to be done?
Refurbish barn . �15k
Three stable blocks . �15k
Refurbish remaining six
blocks . �15k
New fences . �15k
Tractor . �8k
Monthly essentials . �32k

■ How can you help?
Are you a business or
individual that can donate
some spare cash to the
cause? Or do you have some
free time to help out at the
sanctuary?

Are you involved in a
business that can donate
timber, roofing, stable
materials, business supplies,
a tractor or fencing?

If so, call the sanctuary on
01277 201110 or to donate
by text, send HAST11�
(amount) to 70070.

Best foot
forward

SAY CHEESE: Young fans have their picture taken with Lemar

ON THE LINE-UP: Lemar with Hopefield supporters at the
sanctuary, which he visited on Sunday

HEART AND SOUL: Lemar with Lianne Angliss, the deputy manager of Hopefield Animal Sanctuary, who
showed him around on Sunday CMCr20110925C-147_C

2If only the animals could speak, they would tell us of Ernie3
IT WAS fitting that a parade of
four horses saluted their sa-
viour, Ernie Clark, as he made
his final earthly journey from
Hopefield Animal Sanctuary
on Wednesday.

The mood was sombre as
around 120 friends and relat-
ives of Ernest Richard Clark .
the founder of Sawyers Hall
Lane sanctuary . filed into the
chapel at South Essex Crem-
atorium to pay their last re-
s p e c t s.

As the last of the mourners
shuffled into the ceremony for
the 84-year-old . who died on
September 11 after a long
battle with cancer . it was

standing room only.
Former mayor of Brentwood

and friend of Ernie, David Tee,
took the service, which opened
with the uplifting hymn Morn-
ing Has Broken.

During the service there was
much sadness at Ernie3s
passing, but celebration at
what he achieved for the animal
kingdom through his selfless
deter mination.

Mr Tee, a lay reader in War-
ley, went on to describe Ernie,
who dedicated almost 30 years
to saving abused and neglected
animals with his late wife
Pa u l a .

He said: 6Ernie Clark, MBE,

co-founder with his wife Paula of
Hopefield Animal Sanctuary, in
Sawyers Hall Lane, Brentwood,
that says it all.

6Anyone who has visited the 200
or so sick, unwanted, unloved and
mistreated animals, horses, don-
keys, pigs, sheep and goats and
more, knows exactly what I am
talking about.

6It is at Hopefield that Ernie
has inspired this safe haven of
love and care for so many of God3s
dumb creatures in their old age or
abandonment, even ill treatment
by fellow human beings.

6So what can I say today on
your behalf ?

6For all of you have so many

different memories and different
experiences of the wonderful man
we know and love named Ernie.

6If only the animals could
speak.

If only they could tell us the
wonderful story of Ernie Clark, I

know that they must all be
very, very proud. Brentwood town
is extremely proud of Ernie.7

The current Mayor of Brent-
wood, Joan Holmes, was also at
the funeral, along with three bor-
ough councillors.

Speaking at the wake held at the
sanctuary after the service,
Er nie3s granddaughter, Jordan
Clark, said the number of people
turning up to pay their respects
spoke volumes.

The 19-year-old added: 6He was
the most inspirational man and
the best grandad.

6Everyone knew him from
such a wonderful thing, this
s a n c t u a r y. 7

FLOWERS: A floral tribute
dedicated to Ernie Clark

T R E AT: Lemar judges
the dog show

TOP STORY: Lemar
reads the Gazette

ANIMAL LOVER:
Lemar meets a horse

Man collapsed and
stopped breathing
B R E N T WO O D : A pensioner was
given emergency CPR after he fell in
the street and stopped breathing.

Two unsung heroes aided the
elderly man, believed to be in his 80s,
on the pavement in Knights Way, the
Eastham Estate, on Monday
mor ning.

A maintenance man from the
nearby Newham Homes office was
the first on the scene, attempting to
resuscitate the man and gaining a
pulse, as a woman called the
ambulance and gave instructions
from the phone.

A New Homes co-worker then ran
to the nearby Knights Way Centre,
where a woman from the ch i l d re n3s
centre rushed to help give further
CPR, before paramedics arrived and

took the pensioner to Queen3s
Hospital in Romford.

Fire at detached house
B R E N T WO O D : A fire started in the
roof of a detached house in Rose
Va l l e y.

Crews tackled the blaze which
started shortly after 3.30am on
September 26. They used an aerial
ladder platform and a thermal image
camera to check the roof for any
hotspots. The fire was out by 5.30am.

Community market
B R E N T WO O D : There will be f re s h
produce and handmade crafts at a
market this weekend.

The Ingrave Community Market,
which is under new management, is
being held at the Knights Way Centre
on the Eastham Estate between
9.30am and 12.30pm on Sunday.

Pop star Lemar sings praises of sanctuary
In brief

TRAGIC: Mourners at the funeral of Ernie Clark, MBE
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